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ABSTRACT: Remedial cancer therapy deals with a large number of theranostic applications. However, systems, so far known, 

are only capable of single surveillance for both diagnostic and therapeutic modes of actions. A nanosystem, which can be 

localized to the cancer and deliver the chemotherapeutic agent on demand, will provide effective therapeutic activity. Herein, we 

designed a single component nanoprodrug ANPD-X (Activatable Nano Pro-Drug-X) which indentified the tumor sites by 

fluorescent colour change (signal 1, blue to green fluorescence) using H2O2-mediated oxidation of boronate fluorophore. In the 

next step, precised spatio-temporal irradiation of light only on identified tumor sites resulted in the release of anticancer drug 

chlorambucil. The real time information of drug release was achieved by second fluorescence colour change (signal 2, green to 

blue fluorescence). Thus, nanoprodrug ANPD-X provided overall two-step surveillance in the anticancer drug delivery. 

Activation of the ANPD-X after addition of H2O2 and drug release upon photoirradiation was investigated in vitro by monitoring 

its fluorescence in HeLa cell line. 

Keywords: Photoresponsive drug delivery, dual surveillance, nanoprodrug, anticancer drug, effective chemotherapy. 

 

Introduction: 

     Cancer is one of the most dreadful diseases in the world, killing almost 10 million people every year.
1
 

In spite of having several advancements in cancer treatment the clinical payoff of the chemotherapeutic 

agents have been unsatisfactory because they exhibit severe host toxicity. The most admissible way to 

reduce the toxicity is an effective chemotherapy through a clear discrimination between the cancer cells 

and the healthy cells, leading to specific killing of diseased cells while keeping the healthy cells 

unrivaled. 

     The evolution of antiproliferative agents which can arrest the unique biochemical alterations in cancer 

cell microenvironment is an attractive approach to acquire therapeutic activity and selectivity.
2-8

 Higher 

level of intrinsic hydrogen peroxide (5 µM to 1.0 mM) has been observed in cancer cells due to the 

overproduction of reactive oxygen species (ROS).
9-14

 This exclusive feature of cancer cell environment 

provided advantages towards the development of cancer selective chemotherapeutic prodrugs. On this 

basis, Peng and co-workers have designed the first H2O2 responsive antitumor prodrug (Scheme 1a).
15

 

Kim and co-workers reported two types of anticancer prodrugs which can be activated in presence of 

H2O2 with fluorometric monitoring of drug delivery (Scheme 1b).
16,17

 The major concern of the 

aforementioned H2O2 responsive prodrugs are (i) the H2O2 detection step and the drug delivery step are 
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not separately observable in real-time i.e. there is only one signal output for both the step together and (ii) 

there is no control over the drug release. If we can develop a drug delivery system (DDS) which can be 

able to show the H2O2 detection and drug delivery steps individually, the resulting DDS might be able to 

locate the cancerous region in the body, first, by detecting the higher concentration of H2O2 and then 

specifically kill the tumor cells on the earmarked area by virtue of on-demand delivery of the anticancer 

agent in a remotely controlled manner. 

     Recently, photoremovable protecting groups captured a great attraction, particularly in the area of 

theranostic applications because of their precise spatial and temporal control over the release of active 

molecule deploying the orthogonal nature of light.
18-22

 Among the phototrigger, p-hydroxyphenacyl (pHP) 

group is well known for its rapid and high conversion release. The major drawback of pHP group is its 

nonfluorescent character.
23

 In our previous study, we surpassed the demerits of pHP group by 

incorporating a benzothiazole moiety which in turn useful in the real time monitoring of the drug 

release.
23

  

 

Scheme 1: a) Peng and co-workers’ first H2O2-activated anticancer prodrug; b) Kim and co-workers’ 

H2O2- activated anticancer prodrug; c) working protocol of ANPD-X. 
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   Herein, we present the design, synthesis and development of a H2O2 activatable theranostic 

nanoprodrug, ANPD-X (Activatable Nano Pro-Drug-X), where a boronate ester was used as a H2O2 

responsive site. A benzothiazole appended pHP moiety was used to serve two purposes. It can trigger the 

release of the anticancer drug in the presence of light and act as a fluorophore based on excited state 

intramolecular proton transfer (ESIPT) phenomenon (Scheme 1c). ANPD-X demonstrate the unique dual 

surveillance in two successive step. First, the H2O2 detection by changing the fluorescence colour from 

blue to green. Second, it switches back to blue fluorescence in the photorelease step intimating the real-

time information about the release of chlorambucil. ANPD-X provides an external control leading to on 

demand delivery of anti-tumor agent thus minimizing the overall host toxicity. The nanoformulation of 

the DDS gives benefits like greater retention time and more penetration capability in the cancer cells.
24,25

 

To the best of our knowledge, ANPD-X is the first example of H2O2 activated state-of-the-art 

nanoprodrug providing dual surveillance in the anticancer drug delivery. 

 

Results and Discussions:      

     The ANPD-X was synthesized according to the following procedure (Scheme S1). The synthesis up to 

compound 4 was carried out according to the procedure mentioned in our earlier work.
23

 Treatment of 

compound 4 with 4-bromomethylphenylboronic acid pinacol ester in presence of K2CO3 in dry acetone 

furnished compound 5. The resulting product was characterized by NMR (
1
H and 

13
C) spectroscopy 

(Figure S1 and S2) and mass spectrometry (Figure S3). 

ANPD-X nanoparticles were prepared by reprecipitation technique (Scheme S2). The shape and size of 

the resulting ANPD-X nanoparticles were determined by Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) 

which revealed that the particles are globular in shape with size ~ 78 nm (Figure 1a and S4). DLS 

(Dynamic Light Scattering) study in Figure S4 shows that the synthesized nanoparticles are having ~ 78 

nm of diameter size in average, which is almost similar to the size obtained in TEM image. The size lesser 

than 200 nm confirms its effective penetration and accumulation in porous cancerous cell through EPR 

(Enhanced Permeability and Retention) effect. 
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Figure 1:  TEM of ANPD-X nanoparticles: (a) before H2O2-treatment, (b) after H2O2-treatment. 

     The UV spectrum (Figure S5a) indicates that ANPD-X has absorption above 410 nm. The emission 

maximum in Figure S5b was observed at around 448 nm which was attributable to the restricted ESIPT 

process (the replacement of the phenolic proton by boronate group gives rise to enol-like emission).
26

 

Next, the specific activation of the theranostic agent was monitored by the spectral change under 

physiological conditions with UV-Vis and fluorescent spectroscopy. These experiments verified the H2O2-

assisted activation of ANPD-X mediated by the boronate trigger. The addition of 50 eqv. H2O2 resulted in 

the dramatic increase of emission band at 518 nm corresponding to the keto emission along with the 

concomitant decrease in the fluorescence intensity at 448 nm. Thus providing a large bathochromic shift 

of 70 nm leading to a distinct fluorescent colour change from blue to green (Figure 2a). These data 

indicates the H2O2-assisted open-up of boronate to generate pHP-Benz-Cmbl emitting ESIPT 

fluorescence, which was supported by HPLC analysis and ESI-MS as shown in the Figure S6, S7, S8 and 

S9. TEM and DLS data (Figure 1b and S10) shows that after H2O2 treatment the particle size was reduced 

by ~ 20 nm. Further, gradual addition of H2O2 to the solution of ANPD-X was investigated until the 

fluorescent intensity reached a saturation point at 300 eqv., which clearly showed that the change of 

fluorescent intensity is solely dependent on the concentration of ROS. 

 

 

Figure 2: (a) Fluorescent response of ANPD-X against time after addition of H2O2 (50 eqv.). (b) Change 

in the fluorescent spectral profile with increasing irradiation time, (c) comparison of the fluorescent 

spectral profile in absence of H2O2, in presence of H2O2 and after photoirradiation. 
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     The selectivity of ANPD-X for H2O2 over other biologically relevant ROS (hydroxyl radical, tert-

butoxy radical, super oxide, hypochlorite anion, and tert-butyl hydrogen peroxide) species was evaluated. 

Significant fluorescent alteration (Figure S11) was noted only upon addition of H2O2, indicating clear 

selectivity of ANPD-X towards H2O2 in cellular milieu. 

Another set of experiments were carried out to check the stability of ANPD-X. The nanoparticles were 

dispersed in 10% fetal bovine serum (pH = 7.4) and in two different pH (5.6, and 8.0) solutions.  The 

dispersed nanoparticle solutions were stored at 37 
◦
C for 48 h in dark. There were no significant drug 

release was observed (Table S1). TEM images (Figure S12) shows that ANPD-X is quite stable in 

biological media as well as in different pH solutions under dark.  

     To check the ability of ANPD-X as a photoresponsive drug delivery system, 20 ml aqueous suspension 

(1 × 10
-4 

M) of ANPD-X nanoparticles were treated with 300 eqv H2O2 and kept for 24 h prior to expose 

to visible-light (≥ 410 nm) by medium pressure mercury lamp (125 W) using UV cut-off filter (1 M 

NaNO2 solution). The photorelease of anticancer drug chlorambucil was analysed using reverse phase 

high performance liquid chromatography (RP-HPLC; Figure 3) and ESI-MS (Figure S13 and S14). The 

HPLC chromatogram showed gradual disappearance of the peak at tR 34 min indicates the gradual 

photodecomposition of pHP-Benz-Cmbl. We also observed the gradual development of two new peaks at 

tR 9 min and tR 10 min indicates the formation of photoproducts 2-(3-(benzo[d]thiazol-2-yl)-4-

hydroxyphenyl)acetic acid (Phe-Benz-COOH) and Chlorambucil, respectively. 

 

 

Figure 3: HPLC overlay chromatogram of ANPD-X at different time intervals of light irradiation (≥ 410 

nm).  
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To demonstrate the precise control over the photolytic release of anticancer drug chlorambucil, we 

periodically exposed ANPD-X nanoparticles to light and dark conditions. Figure S15a showed that the 

illumination is entirely responsible for drug release. On the other hand, Figure S15b showed that almost 

90% drug got released after 15 minute of visible light irradiation.  

Interestingly, again a distinct fluorescent colour change from green to blue during the photolysis was 

observed introducing the dual surveillance in the drug delivery (Figure 2c). With the increment of the 

irradiation time (0-15 min) there was a gradual decrease of the intense green emission band while the new 

blue emission band at 450 nm gradually increased corresponding to the photoproduct pHP-Benz-COOH 

(Figure 2b). The hypsochromic shift in the emission spectra is might be attributable to the disruption of 

conjugation (phenolic hydroxyl group to the carbonyl group) happened in the course of photolysis. 

On the basis of positive outcome recorded in H2O2-mediated activation of ANPD-X and light triggered 

release of chlorambucil, ANPD-X was investigated in vitro using HeLa cell line. Cellular uptake study 

after 4 h of incubation clearly showed that the ANPD-X nanoconjugates were internalized by the cell 

membrane, resulting in a uniform distribution of the sample inside the cell (Figure 4: 1a, 1b, and 1c). 

Further, preferential accumulation of ANPD-X nanoparticles in cancer (HeLa) cells than to normal 

(HaCaT) cells was demonstrated in Figure S16. 

 

 

Figure 4: Cellular fluorescence images of HeLa cells after cellular uptake study with ANPD-X: 1(a) 

bright field image, 1(b) fluorescence image and 1(c) merge of bright field and fluorescence image. 2(a) 

cells treated with ANPD-X, 2(b) ANPD-X pretreated cells after treatment with H2O2 and incubated for 12 

h and 2(c) after visible light (≥ 410 nm) irradiation.  

 

To confirm whether the peroxide present in the tumor cells initiate the fluorescent switching, 

fluorescent images of the pretreated HeLa cells with ANPD-X (for 12 h) was compared with the images 
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of the same after adding exogenous H2O2 (Figure 4: 2a and 2b). A blue fluorescent signal was observed in 

ANPD-X treated cells in the absence of endogenous H2O2. Cells treated with exogenous H2O2 exhibited 

enhanced green fluorescent. This consequence clearly indicates that H2O2-induced oxidation of boronate 

moiety execute the fluorescent switching from blue to green, which results in the vivid discrimination 

between the cancer and healthy cells intimating actual localization of cancer. 

Then, the H2O2 treated green coloured cells were exposed to visible light (≥ 410 nm) in a regular time 

intervals to validate the photoresponsive drug release capability. We observed both green and blue 

fluorescence, implying partial release of cmbl from ANPD-X. Complete fluorescence colour change from 

green to blue was noticed after irradiation of 15 min providing real time information regarding drug 

delivery (Figure 4: 2c). 

The cytotoxicity of ANPD-X, pHP-Benz-Cmbl, Phe-Benz-COOH and cmbl were examined by MTT 

assay [MTT= 3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide, a yellow tetrazole] in HeLa 

cell line (Figure S17). Above 90% cell viability was observed at different concentrations of ANPD-X, 

pHP-Benz-Cmbl and Phe-Benz-COOH, while cytotoxicity was increased with increased concentration of 

Cmbl. Upon light exposure, cells incubated with ANPD-X and pHP-Benz-Cmbl exhibited cytotoxicity 

because of photoreleased clorambucil as validated by MTT cytotoxicity data. Moreover, irradiation of the 

cell incubated with Phe-Benz-COOH leading to an insignificant cell death indicates the released drug was 

mainly behind the cytotoxicity. An enhanced cytotoxicity was noted upon photoirradiation on ANPD-X 

incubated cells in comparison with pHP-Benz-Cmbl and Cmbl because of efficient bio-distribution of 

ANPD-X nanoparticles and photorelease inside the cells. In addition, 15 min of irradiation exhibited the 

highest level of cytotoxicity toward HeLa cell. 

 

Conclusion: 

Our newly developed single component photoresponsive nanosystem, ANPD-X, is able to point out 

cancer site and deliver anti-tumor agent on demand by extracorporeal light. ANPD-X shows a fluorescent 

colour change from blue to green as a result of H2O2-mediated open up of the boronate ester moiety 

specifically in cancer cells. Irradiation of light on the identified cancer sites leads to the release of drug 

chlorambucil. A real-time intimation over the drug release was achieved by second fluorescent colour 

change. Thus, ANPD-X provides an overall two-step surveillance in the anticancer drug delivery. 

Interestingly, ANPD-X showed good tumor microenvironment sensitivity, cellular uptake capability and 

spatiotemporal control over the drug delivery. 
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Cascade photocaging of diazeniumdiolate: A novel strategy for 

one and two photon triggered uncaging with real time reporting     

 

Krishna Kalyani Behara,
a
 Y Rajesh,

b
 Yarra Venkatesh,

a
 Bhaskar Rao Pinninti,

a
 Mahitosh Mandal,

*b   

N D Pradeep Singh
*a

We report a new strategy viz. Cascade photocaging, for protecting 

diethylamine diazeniumdiolate (O
2
-Position) a light sensitive 

molecule. Upon photolysis, cascade photocage at first releases the 

light activable linker (latent fluorophore) O
2-caged 

diazeniumdiolate, which undergoes spontaneous 1,8 elimination 

triggering the release of diazeniumdiolate anion and the  

fluorophore. 

Diazeniumdiolates (NONOates) are attractive nitric oxide 

donors as they have a wide range of half life periods viz. 2 s to 

20 h and release 2 moles of Nitric oxide (NO) under 

physiological conditions.
1
 Hence, for therapeutic purposes 

developing caged diazeniumdiolates is preferable, as they can 

control and generate flux of NO on demand. Such caged 

molecules can be triggered by employing either external or 

internal stimuli. Recently, internal stimuli controlled O
2
-caged 

diazeniumdiolates like GST/GSTπ-activated (6-Oxocyclohex-1-

en-1-yl)methyl diazeniumdiolates,
2
 DT-Diaphorase-activated 

indolequinone conjugated diazeniumdiolates
3
 and biofilm β-

lactamases-activated Cephalosporin-3’-diazeniumdiolates
4
 

have been reported. Internal stimuli are target specific where 

as external stimuli such as light, ultrasound are non-invasive 

and can easily manipulate the rate and degree of uncaging 

process at a specific site.
5  

Phototriggers- light stimulated labile groups, have gained vast 

interest in recent years for their spatial and temporal precision 

in delivering photocaged biological molecules.
6
 Till date, very 

few phototriggers namely o-nitrobenzyl, benzyl, napthylmethyl 

and napthylallyl are studied for caging diazeniumdiolates.
7
   

However, most of them are unsuccessful in delivering 

diazeniumdiolates with good quantum yields. Photolysis of O
2
-

o-nitrobenzyl caged diazeniumdiolates result in homolytic 

cleavage of NN bond (path B in Scheme 1) instead of CN bond 

leading to the formation of potentially carcinogenic 

photoproducts.
8
 Photocaging light sensitive molecules such as 

diazeniumdiolates is highly challenging as both photorelease 

pathways A and B are competitive (Scheme 1). Toscano group 

has done a substantial work in this area and they have 

reported that benzyl
9
 and naphthylallyl

10
 class of phototriggers 

are suitable for photocaging diazeniumdiolates. O
2
-Benzyl-

caged Diazeniumdiolates, with π donating groups in meta 

position predominantly facilitate photoinduced heterolytic 

cleavage of CN bond (path A in Scheme 1), yet they have 

limitations like pH dependent photochemistry and secondary 

photolysis of the diazeniumdiolate anion (λmax=250 nm). So 

far O
2
-Naphthylallyl phototriggers, in particular O

2
-

Naphthylallyl derivative, with electron donating methoxy 

substitutions in  8th position favors only heterolysis (path A) 

and have shown pH-independent photorelease of 

diazeniumdiolates with good photochemical quantum yield.  

 

Scheme 1. Photochemical reactivity of diazeniumdiolate photocages 

However, while designing photocage of any molecule, it is 

always beneficial to have flexibility in choosing phototriggers, 

rather than having a tailor-made phototrigger, as photocage’s 

requirements vary for different applications. By any means, if 

we can cage a diazeniumdiolate without having direct linkage 

to photolabile protecting group, then it might help in avoiding 

undesirable photochemical pathways (path B in Scheme 1) and 

provide a wider scope over choosing phototriggers. Based on 

this understanding and earlier reports discussed, we have 

designed one and two photon triggered cascade photocage for 

diethylamine diazeniumdiolate (DEA-NONOate). Cascade 

photocage of DEA-NONOate comprises dual caging i.e. at first 
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phototrigger is utilized for caging a light activable linker 

molecule which in turn is used for protection of the DEA-

NONOate. The mechanism for deprotection of cascade 

photocage comprises two consecutive steps; first light initiates 

the activation of linker molecule, which then triggers the 

release of DEA-NONOate. Hence we have developed a cascade 

photocage of DEA-NONOate i.e. 4,5-dimethoxy-2-nitrobenzyl-

7-hydroxy-(coumarin-3-yl)methyl-O
2
-conjugated diethylamine 

diazeniumdiolate (ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate). 

In designing cascade photocage of DEA-NONOate, ONB 

phototrigger was chosen due to the following reasons: (i) ONB 

is more widely reported phototrigger for caging various 

biologically active compounds. (ii) It could be photolyzed upon 

both one and two  photon excitation (1 and 2PE).
11,12

 Further, 

we have opted to select light activable linker from molecular 

adaptors based on quinone-methide reactivity.
13

 Criteria for 

specifically choosing here 7-hydroxy-(coumarin-3-yl)methyl 

alcohol (COU), a fluorophore- as light activable linker,
14

 are as 

follows: (i) COU-DEA-NONOate moiety wouldn’t be 

photoactivated prior to ONB-COU moiety of cascade 

photocage by ≥365 nm light, as it is reported that ONB groups 

likely participates in intramolecular photoinduced electron 

transfer from the S
1
 excited state of  fluorophore to ONB 

group, rendering fluorophores non-emissive and 

photochemically inactive.
15-16

 (ii) Upon photolysis the 

photoreleased phenolate of COU-DEA-NONOate undergoes 

spontaneous 1,8-elimination triggering the release of 

diethylamine diazeniumdiolate anion to form reactive 

intermediate coumarinyl quinone methide
17

 (Scheme 2) (iii) 

Moreover along with Nitric oxide (NO) release, there is a 

corresponding release of fluorescent COU molecule, which 

aids in reporting NO release (Scheme 2).   

 
Scheme 2. Schematic representation describing the step wise release of cascade 

photocage i.e. ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate upon 1PE and 2PE 

The synthesis of cascade photocage i.e. ONB-COU-DEA-

NONOate has been carried out in 3 parts as shown in Scheme 

S1 in †ESI. In the first part, 1-(bromomethyl)-4,5-dimethoxy-2-

nitrobenzene (ONB, 4) was synthesized starting from vanillin in 

4 steps. In the next part 7-hydroxy-(coumarin-3-yl)methyl 

alcohol (COU, 7) was synthesized from 2,4-

dihydroxybenzaldehyde in three steps. Third step involves 

coupling of compounds 4 and 7 to yield photoresponsive ONB-

COU 8. Finally to a solution of EtN(N2O2)Na (DEA-NONOate) in 

dry DMF at 0  ̊C, brominated ONB-COU 9 was added and the 

reaction was carried out for 24 h to obtain ONB-COU-DEA-

NONOate 10. The compounds thus synthesized were 

characterized by 
1
H, 

13
C NMR and HRMS (see Figure S1-6 in 

†ESI).  

The photophysical properties of the ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate, 

COU and ONB were studied. The UV-vis absorption spectra 

indicate that all the three molecules have λmax around 350 nm 

(Figure 1a). Moreover, from the emission spectra (Figure 1b) it 

has been observed that the ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate was non-

fluorescent and the fluorescent quantum yield of COU was 

found to be ϕf 0.392 (quantum yield of quinine sulfate: 0.54, as 

standard). 

      

Figure 1. (a) UV-vis absorption of ONB-COU-NONOate, COU and ONB and (b) 

Emission spectra of ONB-COU-NONOate (excitation wavelength λex: 321 nm), 

COU (λex: 325 nm)  and ONB (λex: 351 nm) (10
−4

 M in 3:7; ACN:PBS)     

In order to analyze the photo-uncaging process of ONB-COU-

DEA-NONOate, the course of photolysis of ONB-COU-DEA-

NONOate (10
−4

 M in ACN:PBS (3:7); pH 7.4) by 1 PE (UV light 

source ≥365 nm) and 2 PE (730 nm diode laser), has been 

monitored by reversed-phase HPLC at regular intervals, using 

methanol:water mixture (5:5) as mobile phase, keeping the 

flow rate at 1 mL/min (Figure 2). From the Figure 2, it has been 

observed that with the depletion of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate 

peak at retention time (tR) of 6.33 min, there was a 

concomitant appearance of two new peaks at tR 7.16 min and 

tR 2.99 min indicating the formation of COU and 4,5-

dimethoxy-2-nitrosobenzaldehyde (Photoproduct, PP). 

Diethylamine obtained after the release of NO couldn’t be 

identified in HPLC pattern, as it lacks retention ability on C18 

column. Further, the HPLC chromatogram of the control 

sample (without photoirrdation) obtained, reinforces the 

stability of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate. 

 
Figure 2. HPLC profile of ONB-COU-NONOate (10

−4
 M in 3:7; ACN:PBS) at regular 

time intervals of photolysis under UV-light irradiation (≥365 nm). 

The NO generated from cascade photocage during photolysis 

by 1PE and 2PE, has been detected and quantified by 
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performing Griess assay (Figure S7). The percentage of NO 

generated was found to be 84 % (1 PE) and 25 % (2 PE). 

Further the gradual rise in the fluorescence during photolysis 

(Figure S8), due to COU generation has been monitored by 

recording the emission at constant intervals. From figure 3 it 

could be stated that, the rise in emission intensity is in direct 

correlation with the amount of NO generated. 

 

Figure 3. (a) % NO released and (b) % emission intensity upon photolysis of ONB-COU-

DEA-NONOate (10
-4

 M in 3:7 ACN:PBS; pH 7.4) by 1 and 2 PE. 

The evolution of two new peaks (PP, COU) in HPLC pattern and 

high percentage of NO generated, indicate that cascade 

photocaging of DEA-NONOate has assisted in surpassing the 

limitations associated with direct photocaging (path B in 

Scheme 1) as anticipated. From analyzing above observations 

the following mechanism has been proposed for photo-

uncaging of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate (Scheme S2): Firstly, 

upon irradiation ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate gets excited and 

activates the photorelease of PP and phenolate of COU-DEA-

NONOate via the aci-nitro intermediate.
11

 Subsequently, 

phenolate of COU-DEA-NONOate thus obtained undergoes 

spontaneous 1,8 elimination resulting in the formation of 

coumarinyl quinone methide intermediate and release of DEA-

NONOate anion.  In aqueous medium (pH 7.4) coumarinyl 

quinone methide intermediate spontaneously rearranges itself 

to the fluorophore COU, where as DEA-NONOate anion rapidly 

releases 2 molecules of NO and DEA.  

In addition, to comprehend the in vitro photoinduced real time 

reporting facility of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate, time dependent: 

cell imaging was carried out. For this, MDA-MB-231 cells were 

treated with 10 μM (effective concentration) of ONB-COU-

DEA-NONOate and exposed to UV light (≥365 nm) for different 

time intervals, under similar conditions. Later on, confocal 

images of the cells were obtained at regular intervals over a 

period of 30 min irradiation. From the images it could be 

observed that there is a gradual increase in the cytoplasmic 

fluorescence of cells with  irradiation exposure time (Figure 4). 

This signifies the internalisation of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate 

and light triggered diazeniumdiolate and COU release. 

 

Figure 4. Confocal images of MDA-MB-231 cells incubated with ONB-COU-NONOate 

(10 µM), obtained after exposing to UV light (≥ 365 nm) at irradiation time intervals (a) 

control (t = 0 min), (b) 10 min, (c) 20 min, (d) 30 min. (Scale bars: 20 μm) 

Further, to find out the suitability of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate 

for photoresponsive anticancer therapy, dose dependent 

cytotoxicity study has been performed on MDA-MB-231 cell 

lines by 3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5- diphenyltetrazolium 

bromide assay (MTT assay), both before and after exposure to 

UV irradiation.
18

 For this study two 96 well plates with MDA-

MB-231 cells were incubated with different concentrations of 

ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate and ONB-COU-Ac (4,5-dimethoxy-2-

nitrobenzyl-7-hydroxy-(coumarin-3-yl)methyl-O
2
-conjugated 

acetate-cascade photocage of inert metabolite acetate) under 

same conditions. One set of cells were exposed to UV light 

(≥365 nm, 30 min) where as the other was left in normal 

condition (30 min) and eventually both the plates were 

incubated for 24 h. From the cell viability results obtained after 

irradiation, the effective concentration of ONB-COU-DEA-

NONOate was found to be 10 μM (Figure 5). After photolysis 

the percentage of cell viability for ONB-COU-DEA-NONOAte 

and ONB-COU-Ac obtained (Figure 5) implies that the cell 

death is solely induced by the released DEA-NONOate and not 

by other photoproducts. 

 

Figure 5. Dose-dependent photoinduced cytotoxicity study of ONB-COU-Ac and ONB-

COU-DEA-NONOate, obtained before irradiation (a) and after irradiation (b), with UV 

light (30 min). Values are presented as means ± standard deviations of three different 

observations. 

In summary, we have developed a simple and novel strategy 

i.e. Cascade photocaging, for the protection of DEA-NONOate, 

that helps in evading undesirable photochemical pathways and 

carcinogenic byproduct formation. Further successful photo-

uncaging of ONB-COU-DEA-NONOate upon 1 PE and 2 PE has 

been demonstrated. The release of fluorescent COU molecule 

was utilized in self monitoring the NO release. ONB-COU-DEA-

NONOate has shown potential anticancer activity on MDA-MB-

231 cell line and its real time reporting facility also has been 

studied using confocal imaging. Further, this proof of concept 

can aid in successful design and development of various 

cascade photocages of diazeniumdiolates comprising 

combinations from a wide variety of phototriggers and a 

suitable light activable linker based on quinone-methide 

reactivity. 

We thank DST-FIST for 400MHz NMR. K. K. Behara (IF110732) 

 and Y.R (IF130658)  are thankful to DST (AORC Programme) 

for Inspire fellowship. 
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 Family estrangement can be an emotional distancing, a cessation of 
communication or a cold war between the members of a family. Chetan Bhagat, one of 
the most popular contemporary writers in Indian English literature has exhaustively 
dealt with family estrangement in his novels. Coincidentally, the strained relationship 
mostly happens between a father and a son. Unconcern, coldness, indifference, 
inability to recognise the inherent talents of children, over dominance, abuse, over 
possessiveness and emotional blackmailing are some of the common characteristics of 
a protagonist’s father in any of these novels of Chetan Bhagat. The paper focuses on 
the estranged father-son relationship in his autobiographical novel, 

Family estrangement, indifference, father-son relationship, 
abuse, domestic violence 

 
Family estrangement can be an 
emotional distancing, a cessation of 
communication or a cold war between the 
members of a family. It is so widespread 
and so difficult to talk about that it is 
sometimes considered a silent epidemic. 
It is very often not discussed in the 
family but most of the times it is 
misunderstood. As a matter of fact, an 
estrangement may not necessarily last for 
a long-time. According to Wikipedia, 
‘Estrangement is the loss of a previously 
existing relationship between the 
members of a family, through physical 
and/or emotional distancing, often to the 
extent that there is negligible or no 
communication between the individuals 
involved for a prolonged period.’(Family) 
 Paul Johannes Tillich, one of the 
most influential theologians of the 
twentieth century, in his book

, emphasizes that estrangement 
prevents the process of self-realization; it 

in fact operates as an intimidating force 
highly destructive to the elemental self. 
“Man’s estrangement from his essential 
being is the universal character of 
existence.” (Tillich, 74)   
  Chetan Bhagat is one of the most 
popular contemporary writers in Indian 
English literature whose novels strike a 
chord with the modern Indian youth. His 
novels have been best sellers in recent 
times in India. Interestingly the first six 
novels of Chetan Bhagat have dealt with 
family estrangement. Coincidentally, the 
strained relationship mostly happens 
between a father and a son. Unconcern, 
coldness, indifference, inability to 
recognise the inherent talents of children, 
over dominance, abuse, over 
possessiveness and emotional 
blackmailing are some of the common 
characteristics of a protagonist’s father in 
any of these novels of Chetan Bhagat. 
The opinion of the protagonist of 

 
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about his father generally applies 
to any father character in Chetan 
Bhagat’s novels: “I didn’t want my 
father’s chapter in my life again. No 
father is better than a bad father.” (TS, 
116) 
 Chetan Bhagat himself reveals 
about the dysfunctional relationship 
between the protagonist and the father in 
an interview to :  

I wrote three books while I 
was at the bank, when I 
met a French journalist 
friend and he said to me, 
‘In all three books of yours, 
the relationship between 
the protagonist and the 
father is dysfunctional. In 

, one 
guy doesn’t like his 
parents, the other guy has a 
paralysed father and the 
third guy has a strict 
father, in 

, Shyam is 
under-confident and his 
parents are always fighting. 
In 

, the father has 
deserted him and even 
Ishan’s father slaps him 
and he has a bad 
relationship with his father. 
(Gupta) 

  Among all the novels of 
Chetan Bhagat,  deals with 
‘father-son’ estranged relationship 
most extensively. It  largely based on 
his real life incidents. It describes the 
protagonist’s never compromising 
attitude with his rebellious nature and 
his hatred towards his father who 
horribly ill-treats his mother.  Krish 
seems to be always cheerful and in 
high spirits except in the presence of 
his father. He is so tolerant whenever 

he faces any difficult situation either 
it be his attempts to impress his in-
laws or his girl friend. But he loses his 
cool at the very mention of his father’s 
name and behaves very wild. 
 Krish’s father is a retired military 
colonel who is very autocratic. He ill-
treats his wife and son in every possible 
way. He cannot tolerate even if his wife 
speaks to her sisters or other relatives. 
He would never appreciate any of her 
sisters or other close relatives visiting his 
house in his presence or absence.  He 
would be very unkind to them. Even if 
anyone visits his house anytime by 
chance, he will be so ruthless that he 
even doesn’t mind showing them the 
door.  

‘I said hello jija-
ji.’ Shipra masi 
said and smiled.  
‘I like your 
goodbye more 
than hello,’ my 
father replied.  

 ‘I would 
appreciate it if 
you don’t 
interfere in our 
family matters,’ 
my father said. 
(TS, 69) 

 Krish’s mother has suffered many 
insults by her husband since her 
marriage with him. She is very scared of 
his presence at home. As long as he is 
busy outside with his work, she is so 
relieved. She watches TV only in his 
absence. Her husband despises anyone 
watching TV be it his wife or son.  

The doorbell rang twice.  
‘Oh no, it’s your father,’ my 

mother said. ‘Switch off the TV’ 
‘It’s OK,’ I said.  
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My mother gave me a stern 
glance. I reluctantly shut the television. 
(59) 
 Krish’s father stoops to such a low 
level that as soon as he returns home, he 
immediately touches the TV top to check 
how hot it is just to know whether it has 
been switched off only recently. Krish 
would have tolerated all this torture 
while he had been a young boy but now 
he has grown up and fetched a good job 
too.  So he gains some courage to argue 
with his father and he has decided not to 
endure his father’s authority on his 
mother or him anymore.  

My father went and 
touched the TV top. 
‘It’s hot. Who watched 
TV?’ 
‘I did. Any problem?’ I 
said. 
‘I hope you leave home 
soon,’ my father said. 
‘

, I 
responded mentally as 
I took my plate and left 
the room. (59)  

 When Krish asks his mother why 
she should not leave him rather than 
bearing all the torment, she simply says 
that her husband doesn’t stay at home 
most of the time. He either goes to his 
army mess or visits his partners with 
whom he tries his harebrained business 
schemes like security agency. He is 
always quarrelsome with anyone he 
encounters with. He picks up fights with 
customers at the very first meeting 
making them feel scared.  She also tells 
her son that she has got used to his 
persecution and she only worries about 
his son who gets angry and fights with 
him at the simplest annoyance he causes. 
Krish by no means spares his father who 
harasses his mother for no reason. 

Krish’s father never hesitates to declare 
that his son’s rebellious nature is the 
result of her wrong parenting.  

 ‘I don’t want to eat this,’ my 
father said. 
‘Why don’t you say you’ve 
already eaten and come?’ I 
butted again.  
My father stared at me and 
turned to my mother. ‘This is 
the result of your upbringing. 
All degrees can go to the 
dustbin. You only have this at 
the end.’ (59) 

 During their combined study at 
hostel in IIMA, Ananya often asks her 
boyfriend, Krish about his family but he 
never shows interest in talking about 
them and more importantly he avoids the 
topic of his father. But she loves to talk 
about her family and how much close she 
is with her father. Once Krish makes a 
phone call from an STD telephone booth 
and his father receives the call. But Krish 
is reluctant to speak to him. He hangs up 
and calls again until his mother receives 
the call. Ananya who has observed this 
has been puzzled and asks him the reason 
for his odd behaviour with his father.    

 ‘I never speak to my father,’ I 
said 
 ‘Why?’ Ananya looked at me. 
 “Long story. Not for 
tonight. Or any night. I’d 
like to keep it to myself.’ (17)   

 When Krish asks his mother 
whether his father is attending his 
convocation along with his mother, she 
replies that he has work. He wonders 
that what more important work his 
retired father has than attending the 
convocation of his son. Ananya’s 
parents both attend the convocation to 
share one of the happiest moments of 
their daughter with them. But Krish’s 
mother alone attends the ceremony 

 



International Journal of Academic Research 
ISSN: 2348-7666; Vol.7, Issue-10 (1), October, 2020 
Impact Factor: 6.023; Email: drtvramana@yahoo.co.in 
 

  
 

leaving her indifferent husband at 
home. 
 ‘No, why don’t you ask him 
to?’ she prepared to put me on 
hold.

‘Mom, no. I don’t want to 
call him if he doesn’t want 
to come.’  

 I said to myself. 
(41)

 Ananya who is present during 
the telephonic conversation between 
Krish and his mother is perplexed at 
Krish’s facial expressions. She is very 
enthusiastic about the convocation 
ceremony because it is a big 
opportunity to introduce Krish to her 
parents who have decided to attend it. 
She has thought that their families can 
get along with each other. She is a 
little bit disappointed when she comes 
to know that only Krish’s mother will 
be present at the convocation.  Since 
she has loving parents she naturally 
expects all parents and children will 
have the same kind of cordial 
relationship. She is always inquisitive 
about the reason for Krish’s apathy 
towards his father. Krish never 
intends to talk about his father and he 
remains silent whenever such 
discussion arises.  

‘Dad’s not coming,’ I 
said. 

‘Why?’ 
‘We have no 

relationship, 
Ananya. Don’t 
try and fix it 
ever. OK?’ 

‘What happened 
though?’ 

‘I don’t want to talk 
about it.’(41) 

 Generally children long for the 
arrival of their father from work. They 
want to spend more time with him if he is 
affectionate and caring. But Krish has 
bitter experiences with his father since 
his childhood.  He loves to spend time 
with his mother. He helps her in the 
kitchen and they discuss many a thing 
joyously.  But all their happiness 
evaporates and panic spreads in the 
house whenever Krish’s father is at home 
or whenever he arrives home earlier than 
usual. “I never welcome my father 
home.” (70)  
 Krish as a child and an adolescent 
was very studious and docile. He had 
been so tolerant with his father until he 
finished his education. But he never 
forgets the kind of horrible conditions he 
had undergone all through his childhood 
and the misery of his mother who is 
deprived of all kinds of freedom because 
of his tyrannical father. His promising job 
has given him the audacity to argue with 
his father whenever he crosses the 
border.  

‘I don’t know why I come to this 
house.’ my father said. 

‘I was thinking the same thing,’ I 
said.

‘Bastard, mind it!’ he shouted at 
me like he did at his army jawans ten 
years ago. (...)   ‘He can’t be my son. 
Nobody talks to their father like this,’ 

‘And no father behaves like this,’ I 
said.  (70)  
 Parental estrangement, apathy and 
neglect are some of the most important 
menacing factors which influence the 
psychological and behavioural 
development of the children and are 
usually linked with an array of serious 
harmful effects in adulthood. They 
include psychological maladjustment, 
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internalizing and externalizing 
behaviours, and negative behavioural 
characteristics of children.  Seth Meyers, 
a psychologist clarifies the reason for the 
estrangement of youth in the journal, 

;  
Sometimes families become 
so dysfunctional that a family 
member decides that he can’t 
stay connected any longer to 
a specific person in the family 
or, in some cases, the entire 
family. Typically people who 
estrange themselves from 
family tend to be over the age 
of 18 years, because that is 
the point when they begin to 
reach adulthood and have 
more independence. (Meyers) 

 Krish’s mother is fed up with her 
husband’s tantrums but she is helpless 
since both she and her son have been 
dependants on him until her son’s 
clinching a job.   She wants to divert 
herself from the torment of her husband 
by focussing on her son’s wellbeing. She 
has found her happiness in her son’s 
accomplishments. His father would 
always look down upon his son’s 
achievements and curse his son that he 
will bite the dust for not being polite with 
him. He declines to attend his son’s 
convocation on the flimsy reason that his 
son has not invited him. So only Krish’s 
mother attends the event where his son 
receives the diploma. He is ecstatic to see 
his mother’s happiness for he knows very 
well that his success will be the only 
medicine that can soothe all the wounds 
caused by his father’s callous behaviour 
and unconcerned  attitude.    

My mother was standing and 
clapping. ‘I love you,’ she 
screamed. I smiled back at 
her. For the last ten years my 
father had told her that her 

son would get nowhere in life. 
I held up my diploma high 
and looked up to thank God. 
(48)  

 Before falling in love with 
Ananya, Krish has loved another girl. 
When Krish tells his father that he is in 
love with the daughter of an IIT 
Professor, his father ridicules him 
making an indirect comment that he has 
done nothing good at IIT except loving 
the professor’s daughter. Krish pleads his 
father to go and talk to the Professor 
since he is going abroad to get her 
engaged to someone. Surprisingly his 
father turns his anger towards his wife 
for not letting him know about these 
developments. Just like many men who 
adapt a kind of defence mechanism by
directing their strong emotions and 
frustrations toward a person or object 
that doesn’t feel threatening which 
allows them to satisfy an impulse to 
react, but they don’t risk significant 
consequences, Krish’s father also diverts 
his anger to his wife whenever he is going 
to lose an argument with his son. He is 
never ashamed of himself to physically 
abuse his wife in front of his grown-up 
son. He does not hesitate to slap his son 
who has attained marriageable age and 
who procures a very well-paid job in a 
multinational bank.    

 ‘Why was I not 
informed about 
the girl earlier?’ 
my father 
screamed. 
 ‘He told me only 
a few weeks ago,’ 
my mother said. 
 ‘And you hid it 
from me, bitch,’ 
my father said. 
(165) 
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 Domestic violence, spousal abuse, 
marital violence, or wife-beating is covert 
or overt; it occurs in upper or lower class 
households. The secrecy and shame 
surrounding the abuse perpetuated the 
problem and delayed legal protection for 
women of all classes. Krish’s father 
resorts to verbal abuse as a means of 
maintaining control and power over his 
wife.  Being a grown-up son, Krish is 
unable to tolerate his father’s pejorative 
slang addressing his mother.  Meena 
Kandasamy, the writer of the novel, 

: 
 in an email says 

that even stronger women are also not 
exceptional to domestic violence:   

I believed that no man, no 
husband could lay a hand on 
me. I was fierce and feminist 
and no-nonsense. Then, 
within an abusive marriage, I 
actually realized that your 
strength is also what makes 
you a perfect target for an 
abuser. (Bhandare) 

 Krish’s father, in spite of being a 
military colonel, resorts to physical abuse 
of his wife in the very presence of his 
highly qualified and abundantly paid son. 
There is no wonder that he is despised by 
both the mother and son.  

‘You are responsible for 
bringing him up like this,’ my 
father screamed at my 
mother. I heard the sound of 
a glass being smashed against 
the wall. 
‘What have I done? I didn’t 
even know about this girl...’ 
 Slap.... slap.... my father 
interrupted my mother. I 
banged the door as I heard a 
few more slaps. I saw my 
mother’s hand covering her 

face. A piece of glass had cut 
her forearm. (...) 
I saw the tears on my 
mother’s face. My face 
burned with rage. She had 
lived with this for twenty five 
years. I did know why- to 
bring me up; I didn’t know 
how she did it. I slapped his 
face once, twice, then I rolled 
my hand into a fist and 
punched his face. (166 & 167)

 Krish’s father goes into a state of 
shock after being manhandled by his own 
son and he cannot fight back. He has 
never expected such reaction from his 
son. All his childhood, Krish had merely 
suffered his dominance. The reason for 
his extreme step is not necessarily 
because of his unconcern to his girl 
friend’s issue. Probably it is a reaction to 
his almost two decades of abuse of his 
mother and him. Never ever he has 
thought that he would manhandle his 
father like this. He was a studious child 
who stayed with his books all his life. He 
almost seems to have sworn vengeance on 
his father for all his wrong deeds.  After a 
few minutes he looks at his father vows 
never to speak to him again.   
  During Krish’s stay in Chennai, 
he happens to meet a Guruji, a seventy 
year old sage. When he tells him about 
his stress due to his worry over his 
marriage with Ananya because both the 
families are against it, Guruji probes him 
further whether there is any other agony 
for him besides the marriage issue.  Then 
he reveals about the estrangement 
between him and his father. He narrates 
the whole episode that has lead to his 
manhandling his father. Then Guruji 
advises him to apply one word to his life.  

‘I will give you just one word to 
apply in your life.’ 

‘What?’ 
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‘Forgiveness’ (168) 
 Krish wonders how he can forgive 
his father for all his wrong doings. He 
expresses his helplessness in this regard 
because it is impossible for him to forget 
his father’s callous behaviour and the 
way he has ruined his mother’s life. 
Moreover he has never loved him.   

‘I am not saying he did the 
right thing. I am asking you 
to forgive him.’ 
‘Why?’ 
‘For you. Forgiving doesn’t 
make the person who hurt 
you feel better, it makes  
feel better. (168) 

 In spite of Guruji’s advice Krish’s 
hatred towards his father has continued 
until Ananya breaks up with him due to 
his mother’s hurting comments on her 
parents and Krish’s unintentional yet 
unpleasant remarks on Ananya. When he 
is in deep depression, his father starts 
showing concern for his son and wants to 
know the real cause of his son’s misery. 
He flies to Chennai one day without the 
knowledge of his son and wife and meets 
Ananya’s family and solves the problem. 
Krish can’t believe his father has done 
such an amazing thing. When Krish asks 
his father how it is possible, his father 
simply replies that he is his father and he 
knows very well what his son really 
needs. 

His eyes met mine, he said, 
‘Because I am your father. A 
bad father, but I am still your 
father. (...) ‘I’m not perfect. 
But don’t deprive me of my 
son in my final years,’ he 
said. (...) The world 
celebrates children and their 
mothers, but we need fathers 
also. (246)  

  Though the reconciliation of Krish 
with his father is possible in the novel, it 

hasn’t happened in the real life Chetan 
Bhagat.  Krish could apply Guruji’s one 
word panacea i.e. ‘forgive’ to solve his 
problem, but in real life Chetan Bhagat 
could not forgive his father. Maybe for 
ending the novel in a dramatic and 
cinematic way, he might have thought to 
bring remorse and realization in Krish’s 
father. In an interview to 
Chetan Bhagat reveals that since it is 
difficult for him to forgive his father in 
real life, he forgives him in the novel at 
least. It was difficult for me to forgive 
him, but 2 States helped me forgive my 
father.”(Gupta) 
 Interestingly, all of Chetan 
Bhagat’s father characters have 
estranged relationships with their sons or 
daughters. In , Prof. 
Cherian and his son Sameer has a much 
stressed relationship which ultimately 
leads to the suicide of the son. The 
dynamic, macho and exuberant Ryan too 
has strong differences with his parents. 
Even the narrator Hari has a tyrannical 
father because of whom he has problems 
related to public speech.  In 

 Military Uncle and his 
son are not in good terms.  In 

, Ishan is always 
disliked by his father and they are always 
in no talking terms. In 
Gopal and his ailing father indeed have 
an affectionate bond but the son’s 
negligence in his studies due to the love 
failure dampens the prospects of his 
success in IIT entrance examination and 
it leads to his father’s dejection and 
finally to his untimely death. In 

, instead of father-son relation, 
the writer throws light on the father-
daughter strained relationship which 
occurs probably due to father’s sexual 
abuse towards his daughter in her 
childhood. We can only see a caring and 
loving father in  and 
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again in his latest novel, The Girl in 
Room 105, the father-son conflict is 
repeated again. Probably Chetan Bhagat 
is quite unable to come out from the 
influence of his real life experiences with 
his estranged father.  
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Violence against women can be any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in,
physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, compulsion or
subjective deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life.     It has a considerable impact on
the health and socio-economic status of women. It affects the health and welfare of children and young
people who witness violence against women who happen to their members of the family.

Bullying that takes place over digital devices like cell phones, computers, and tablets is called
Cyberbullying. It can occur through face book, whatsapp, instagram and other forums where people can
view, participate in, or share content. It includes sending, posting, or sharing negative, destructive, false, or
mean content about someone else. It can include sharing personal or private information about someone
else causing humiliation or uneasiness. Sometimes cyberbullying leads into unlawful or criminal behaviour.

Domestic violence, spousal abuse, marital violence, or wife-beating—it is written about by leading authors
of the time. Indeed, there is no such phrase as “domestic violence” in the nineteenth century. Although there
are cases of husbands being abused by their wives, the majority of victims of abuse are female. Domestic
violence is covert or overt, it occurs in upper- or lower-class households, the secrecy and shame
surrounding the abuse perpetuated the problem and delayed legal protection for women of all classes.
When husbands physically abuse their wives behind closed doors, the victims have different reasons for
keeping silent about the violence. Men seek to protect their reputations in the community while verbally and
physically battering their wives in the privacy of their homes. Women have a far more humane reason for
keeping the violence hidden: they want to protect their children and other family members from learning of
the abuse so as not to frighten them or to be a burden.

Domestic violence is blind to social status. Absolutely everyone is at risk of becoming a victim of domestic
violence when there is no mutual respect between marital partners, there is no sense of morality that deems
the very thought of abusing or threatening another as unthinkable, and there are no comprehensive laws
with sufficiently prohibitive sanctions.

Shashi Deshpande is an Indian short story writer and novelist and the recipient of the Sahitya Akademi
Award. She is the recipient of the Sahitya Akademi Award for the novel ‘That Long Silence’ in 1990. Her
stories show frankness and boldness not found so far in Indo-English short fiction. Her women tend to be
the architects of their own fate. Hers are the authentic, poignant tales of the middle class educated women
and their exploitation in a conventional male-dominated society.

Deshpande’s short stories are more or less a fictionalization of personal experiences. Most of the novels
present a typical, middle-class housewife’s life. Deshpande’s main concern is the urge to find oneself, to
create space for oneself to grow on one’s own. One striking thing about her novels and short stories is the
recurrence of certain themes in them. But the predicament of women – especially those who are educated
and belong to the middle-class – has been most prominently dealt with. Many of her characters are persons
who are frustrated either sexually or professionally. Shashi Deshpande’s short story “My Beloved
Charioteer” describes how three generations of a family live together with different mindsets. The story also
reveals the hardships faced by widows in a male dominated society.

Arti is the mother of Priti. She has been in deep depression since the death of her husband, Madhav. She
loves two persons in life – her father and her husband. As both of them died, her grief knows no bounds.
Arti’s mother reacts to her daughter’s love towards her father.



            For Aarti, it was always her father … Even after his death; he can give her                    something I
can’t.

Arti is unable to return to her normalcy. She does not talk to her mother as well as her daughter.  All the day
she either sleeps or smokes. She doesn’t bother about her looks or dressing. She is confined to four walls.

The grandmother in the story is the narrator. She is called Ajji. She finds solace in her granddaughter Priti’s
company. She is a ray of hope in her meaningless life. Priti too is happy to spend her time with Ajji. Arti is
lost in her own grief in such an extent that she neglects the needs of her daughter. But Ajji can’t see grief-
stricken Arti. She tries her best to bring her back to the happiness but is a failure. She hopes that Arti will
talk and laugh again one day. The mother wants to share the sufferings, sorrows of her daughter but cannot.
It hurts mother that Arti can find her comfort from her dead father and not from her living mother. The
incident of breaking the glass on her late father’s photograph comes like an opportunity to mother. Arti
always has loved her father than mother. But now mother introduces Arti to her father’s latent traits of
character. The mother tells Arti that she was always dominated by her husband.

     He was your father… but what was he of mine? I lived with him for 25 years. I know he didn’t like
unstringed beans and stones in his rice. I know he liked his tea boiling hot and his bath water lukewarm. I
know he didn’t like tears. And so, when your baby brothers died, I wept alone and in secret. I combed my
hair before he woke up because he didn’t like to see women with loosened hair, because he hated to find
stray hairs anywhere. And once a year he bought me two saris; always colours that I hated. But he never
asked me and I never told him.

Arti at first refuses to know the dark side of her beloved father. But her mother insists on realizing the true
picture of her father a husband.

At night, I scarcely dared to breathe; I was so terrified of disturbing him. And once, when I asked whether I
could sleep in another room…. I don’t how I had the courage… he said nothing. But the next day, his
mother, your grandmother, told me bluntly about a wife’s duties. I must always be available. So, I sleep
there, afraid to get up for a glass of water, scared even to cough. When he wanted me, he said, ‘Come
here”. And I went. And when he finished, if I didn’t get out of his bed fast enough, he said, “You can go”. And
I went.

The mother discloses the husband’s oppression she has experienced throughout her life, which opens her
daughter’s eyes to the character of her father which results in the reconciliation of the daughter with her
mother. At the end mother is happy because she makes her daughter to look at her. She does not bother
whether there will be change in attitude of Arti towards her. She is satisfied because the locked door of the
communication is opened. Arti comes to know that her mother is “a victim of gender based oppression and
patriarchal socialization.” At last the mother is successful to bring back her daughter to this living world
again. Mother feels that the daughter is with her now, giving her new strength for new battle. Arti becomes
the beloved charioteer of her mother.

Deshpande etches the dark pictures of an incompatible married life that is more a rule that an exception.
The widowed mother of the story ‘My Beloved Charioteer’ discloses to her widowed daughter the
oppression she experienced throughout her married life of twenty five years. The point of interest in the
story is that despite the sexual and emotional oppression for twenty five years, the mother is not broken like



the daughter, who neglects her child and herself after widowhood. The mother constantly remains
constructive and overcomes the destructive forces of society.
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Abstract 
 The spirit of eco-consciousness is often found in the short stories of Ruskin 
Bond, who can be called the Indian Wordsworth for his passionate love for nature. 
Having spent most his life in places like Shimla, Dehradun and Mussoorie, Ruskin 
Bond enjoys a close relationship with natural surroundings of Himalayan foothills.  He 
has celebrated the spectacle and gorgeousness of nature even in its tiniest form. His 
ardent love for nature is reflected in his writings especially short stories which provide 
insight into universal themes such as the apprehension between past and present, city 
life versus rural life, the splendour of ordinary folk, protection of the environment and 
living in harmony with nature. He has an exceptional flair of translating the imagery 
of nature, ambience and the deeply relatable characters unique to the foothills of the 
Indian Himalayas into visions through the words he pens down. Many of Ruskin 
Bond’s short stories deal with different aspects of this region – from natural beauty to 
recent environmental degradation. The paper attempts to analyse Ruskin Bond’s 
profound adoration for nature as well as concern for people with special reference to 
his short stories The Cherry Tree, How Far Is the River and The Meeting Pool.  

Key Words and Phrases: Indian Wordsworth, eco-consciousness, environmental 
degradation, protection of the environment  
  

Ruskin Bond can be called the Indian 
Wordsworth for his passionate love for 
nature. Having lived mostly in places like 
Shimla, Dehradun and Mussoorie, Ruskin 
Bond writes with an authenticity and 
emotional engagement about the land 
and the people of the Himalayas and 
small-town India. His fervent love for 
nature is reflected in his short stories 
which deal with different aspects of this 
region – from natural beauty to recent 
environmental degradation. The highly 
deteriorating condition of the Himalayan 

region is not a welcome change for a 
nature lover like Bond who can’t stop to 
talk of it in his writings especially stories. 
Excessive grazing and brutal attack on 
herbs causes damage to the green 
pastures. The nonexistence of forests will 
finally lead to less or no rainfall. Thus, 
dryness will harm the essence of humans. 
Ruskin Bond’s short stories give a vivid 
picture of the Himalayas and deal with 
different aspects of this region – from 
natural beauty to recent environmental 
degradation. Many of his short stories are 
part of the school curriculum in India.  
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 Man and nature are 
interdependent in their co-existence. The 
protection of nature and the ecological 
balance are important for human beings 
as well as other living things to lead a 
healthy life on earth. In the 21st century, 
human life has been made complicated by 
man himself. The modern lifestyle is full 
of stress. The present day man thinks 
that he is too busy to enjoy the bounties 
of the earth that are beautiful and 
soothing. We have to spend some 
considerable time should to enjoy the 
beauties of nature. Nature and literature 
always have a close relationship. One 
should not destroy the nature for any 
reason. Literature can bring awareness 
among people about the necessity of 
having eco-consciousness. Ruskin Bond 
stands tall among the writers who have 
been trying their best in protecting 
environment through their writings. I 
have selected three of Ruskin Bond’s 
short stories for the eco-critical analysis 
in this paper; The Cherry Tree, How Far 
Is the River and The Meeting Pool to 
study Ruskin Bond’s profound adoration 
for nature as well as concern for people. 
All these three stories are prescribed for 
Intermediate and Degree students of 
Andhra Pradesh during various periods. 
While teaching these stories to students, 
I have found one common factor in all the 
stories i.e. Ruskin Bond’s boundless love 
towards Mother Nature.  

       The Cherry Tree is one of Ruskin 
Bond’s short stories that reveal man’s 
special relation with nature. The story 
revolves around Rakesh, a six year old 
boy. He lives with his grandfather in 
Mussorie. He reads newspaper for his 
grandfather. In return, his grandfather 
tells him interesting stories. One day, 
while returning from school, he buys 
some cherries. He eats them all the way. 

On his grandfather’s advice, he plants a 
cherry seed in the shady corner of the 
garden. Later he forgets all about it. One 
spring morning, Rakesh finds a well 
rooted cherry plant. He is very pleased. 
He shows very much interest in the 
plant. One day, a goat eats all the leaves. 
Rakesh is very upset. His grandfather 
assures him that it will grow. Later a 
grass cutting woman cuts the cherry 
plant into two. He gives up all the hopes. 
But the cherry tree has no intention of 
dying. Rakesh grows with the tree. When 
he is eight, the cherry tree has grown up 
to his chest. He finds some visitors to the 
tree. They are small insects, bees and 
birds. His grandfather shows him 
blossoms too. A year later, the tree 
becomes taller than Rakesh and even his 
grandfather. Rakesh plays happily 
climbing the tree and eating the cherry 
fruits. His grandfather takes rest under 
the shade of the tree. Rakesh and his 
grandfather enjoy the very presence of 
the tree.  

 ‘There are so many trees in the 
forest,’ said Rakesh. ‘What’s so special 
about this  tree? Why do we like it so 
much?’ 

 ‘We planted it ourselves,’ said 
grandfather. ‘That’s why it’s special.’ 

 ‘Just one small seed,’ said 
Rakesh, and he touched the smooth bark 
of the tree that  had grown. He ran his 
hand along the trunk of the tree and put 
his finger to the tip of  a leaf. ‘I wonder,’ 
he whispered. ‘Is this what it feels to be 
God?’ 

   Rakesh is puzzled how a small seed can 
grow into such a big tree. He wonders at 
the ways of god. Thus Ruskin Bond tells 
us how a small boy nurtures a tree, grows 
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with it and develops a special bond with 
it.  

        In The Cherry Tree we have the 
theme of struggle, resilience, dedication, 
conflict, growth, responsibility and pride. 
It is an extract from his Collected Short 
Stories, the story is narrated in the third 
person by an unnamed narrator.  After 
reading the story, the reader realizes that 
Bond may be exploring the theme of 
struggle. The seed that Rakesh plants 
incurs many difficulties before it grows to 
become a cherry tree. Just as an 
individual struggles in life so too does the 
cherry tree. The most interesting thing is 
the buoyancy that the cherry tree shows. 
It is as if the cherry tree declines to be 
overpowered by life.  The story teaches 
the young minds the necessity of 
protecting ecosystems which brings 
benefits to society. Ecosystems are 
indispensable to our well-being and 
prosperity as they provide us with food, 
fresh air and water. Ecosystems also offer 
us an excellent outdoor recreation. 
Children love to read or listen to stories. 
Stories give them an opportunity to 
explore their own cultural roots, 
traditions and values. Rather than 
teaching them directly the advantages of 
planting trees, it’s better to tell them 
stories like The Cherry Tree which will 
have an indirect impact upon them and 
they will unconsciously learn the 
message.  

  How Far Is the River is another 
popular story by Ruskin Bond in which 
the exploration of nature is highlighted. 
It portrays the psychology of a 12-year-
old boy who longs to go out and discover 
nature. The boy is young and the river is 
small but the mountain is high. The 
mountain conceals the river and so the 
boy has never seen the river but has 
heard a great deal about it, of the fish in 

its waters, of its rocks and currents and 
waterfalls. The boy feels a great desire to 
touch the water of the river and ‘know it 
personally’. One day his parents go out 
and he is sure that they will not come 
back home till late in the evening. So he 
decides to go and see the river. He takes a 
loaf of bread from his house and starts 
his journey to the river. He takes the 
steep path which goes round the 
mountain and which is frequently used 
by the wood cutters, milkmen, mule 
drivers etc. On his way, he meets a 
woodcutter, who is concerned about the 
boy when he expresses his desire to walk 
7 miles to reach the river.   Then he 
enters a beautiful valley, where he meets 
a grass cutting girl with no clear idea 
about the distance to the river. Later he 
sees a shepherd boy with whom he walks 
for a while. Afterwards he is left alone 
again with no river in the sight. Far away 
from home, he begins to feel disappointed 
somehow.  However, he does not give up 
as he walks more than half of the 
destination and if he fails to trace the 
river now, he will be ashamed of his 
experience.  He walks alone on the hard, 
dusty and snowy path. Suddenly the 
silence is broken by the roaring sound of 
the river. The boy is delighted by the 
sight of the river, which he has longed to 
see and he runs into it till he is ankle 
deep in water and enjoys the feel of the 
cold, blue, white and wonderful water.  
Thus with great determination, the 
adventurous boy fulfils his desire of 
seeing and feeling the river.   

 Thus How Far Is the River 
describes the irresistible desire of the 
young boy to explore nature. It teaches 
children to discover the beauty of nature 
and learn to explore it, instead of 
becoming addicts of TV, computers, and 
electronic gadgets. The dwindling patches 
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of greenery around them deprive them of 
the opportunity to connect with nature. 
The close association with nature helps 
children to develop an awareness and 
curiosity about things around them, 
while at the same time it increases their 
attention span and ability to learn. 
Children must be told about the need to 
love and conserve nature as it helps them 
to become responsible citizens and better 
custodians of the Earth. 

 The Meeting Pool is another 
beautiful short story written by Ruskin 
Bond. It is about three friends who take a 
pledge to return to their favourite pool 
after ten years. The best part of their 
childhood revolves around a pool, which 
is a discovery by Rusty, the narrator of 
the story and thus came to be known as 
Rusty's pool. Ruskin Bond never misses a 
chance to describe the intricacies of 
nature.  

Sliding down a rock-face into 
a small ravine, I found the 
stream running over a bed of 
shingle. Water trickled down 
from the hillside, from 
amongst ferns and grasses 
and wild primroses. The 
rocks beside the stream were 
smooth, and some of them 
were grey and some yellow. A 
small waterfall came down 
the rocks and formed a deep, 
round pool of apple-green 
water 

 As soon as Rusty discovers the 
pool near the ravine, he is excited to 
convey the news to his two friends. The 
secret pool becomes their meeting point. 
They involve in activities like fishing, 
swimming, wrestling and buffalo rides. 
The pool not only symbolizes the bond of 

friendship between them but also 
becomes a part of their consciousness. 
They decide to return on the fifth of April 
1964 at midday, i.e. ten years later to the 
pool again. Rusty is the only one who 
visits the pool on the scheduled day. He is 
disappointed that his friends do not keep 
up their promise. However, there is no 
animosity or resentment as he 
understands that with the passage of 
time, their needs and priorities might 
have changed. To his astonishment, he 
discovers another pool and another group 
of friends who are playing in it. He 
imagines himself and his friends in their 
place. The story thus passes on the 
message that life goes on, come what 
may. 

 Though The Meeting Pool 
describes the ravages of time and how the 
requirements and necessities of an 
individual changes by the passage of 
time, it also gives a glimpse of Ruskin’s 
fondness for the nature’s beauty and 
instils in learners a love for nature and 
develops in them a mindset to explore 
and conserve it. Anil one of Rusty’s 
friends has a sense of fun and an instinct 
for adventure. In fact Ruskin Bond 
himself has the instinct. While 
commenting on his urge to write about 
nature, Ruskin Bond says; 

“I love to write on 
nature and animals, 
though I have been 
bitten sometimes 
and attacked by 
monkeys.”  

 Bond accepts the ultimate truth 
of nature with humility. Such 
sensuousness with which Bond loves life 
in various forms and loves nature in 
myriad configurations is evident in all his 
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writings. He enjoys the sight of pebbles in 
the clear stream and portrays his joy in 
the writings. Such scenes have a perfect 
harmony, though temporary, yet lasting; 
though sensory, yet spiritual. 

 From the above illustrations and 
discussions it becomes obviously clear 
that Bond is a committed ecologist taking 
bio-diverse themes with love for nature 
and the passion for conservation of 
ecology which is innate and instinctive. 
He admits that there has been a 
tremendous decrease in forest cover, but 
says:  

 “There’s still much of it 
(forest cover) left that can be 
written about and needs to be 
 preserved for future 
generations.”  

 Ruskin’s stories reflect his great 
love and sincere concern for nature. 
Hence, we need to prove sincere, selfless, 
honest and loyal towards nature by 
infusing in us a true sense of 
environmental ethics which is the crux of 
any eco-critical study. Ruskin Bond’s 
writings closely place us to nature and his 
narrative and writing style help us 
imagine the story emotionally. In one of 
his interviews, while reacting on his 
promoting ‘Environmentalism’, Ruskin 
Bond says:   

....it was only when I came 
to live up here in the 
mountains that nature began 
to play a greater part in my 
stories and writing. To begin 
with, I wasn’t 
environmentally conscious, in 
those days, I don’t think the 
very word existed, so it was 
just it had the touches the 

way I felt and thought, and 
now of course now there are 
so many people who are at 
least conscious of the 
environment, what’s going 
wrong with it and what 
should be right with it.  

 The writers across the world 
should bring ecological and 
environmental awareness among the 
readers regarding the environmental 
limits and the consequences of human 
actions damaging the planet’s basic life 
support system. They should take a leaf 
out of Ruskin’s short stories.  Ruskin 
Bond shows his serious apprehension for 
reduction of the natural resources. His 
works reflect his ardent conviction in the 
healing powers of nature. His major 
concern is his worry for the inconsiderate 
actions of man towards nature. Through 
his short stories for children he has tried 
to emphasize the significance of nature in 
our life. In his The Cherry Tree Ruskin 
emphasizes the importance of the deep 
bond that grows between man and tree. 
Similarly, The Meeting Pool and How Far 
Is the River teach children the necessity 
of exploring nature. Many of his stories 
are the depictions of the chain which 
binds man and nature, like the chain of 
ecosystem, showing their 
interdependence. Ruskin’s basic mission 
in his stories is to emphasize the friendly 
relationship between man and nature 
and spread eco-consciousness among his 
readers.  

References:  

1. Bond, Ruskin. Collected Short 
Stories, Penguin Random House 
India Pvt. Ltd, April 2016 



International Journal of Academic Research 
ISSN: 2348-7666; Vol.6, Issue-12, December, 2019 
Impact Factor: 6.023                  drtvramana@yahoo.co.in 
 

www.ijar.org.in                                                                                                                        49 
 

2. Mosaic - A Collection of Short 
Stories, Hyderabad, CIEFL (now 
EFLU), 2007 

3. Insights- A Collection of Short 
Stories, EMESCO Books, 
Vijayawada , April 2003 

4. https://www.eklavya.in/pdfs/Sand
arbh/Sandarbh_68/0105_I_am_N
ot_Only_Children_Writer_Englis
h.pdf   

5. Bond, Ruskin. Stories Short and 
Sweet. 2011th ed. New Delhi: 
Rupa and Co., 2011. 

6. Ruskin Bond’s  interview to The 
Hindu, January 22, 2014 

7. Bond, Ruskin.The Night Train at 
Deoli and Other Stories, Penguin 
Books India, 1988 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                      

 

      

 

      National Seminar 

On 

‘Modern Approaches in English Language & Literature’ 

 

 

 

 
Conducted by  

 

Department of English  

Anil Neerukonda Institute of Technology & Sciences,  

Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh  

 

In Association with 

 

Research Journal Of English (RJOE) 

An International Peer-Reviewed English Journal  

 

 

 

 

 

Editors 

          1.  Dr. G. Serwani Swamy, I/C HOD, Department of English  

                 2.  Dr. G. Ashok Vardhan, Editorial Board Member, RJOE 

                              3.  Mr. V. Bujji Babu, Managing Editor, RJOE 

 
      



      

 Vol-5, Special Issue-3   : August, 2020 

 

 

 
© All Rights Reserved 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed ,or transmitted in any 

form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, without the prior written permission of 

the publisher,expect in case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other non-

commercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher, 

addressed in the text. 

 

 

 
Published by     : Oray’s Publications 

 

 

 
Office:              
Oray’s Publications 

P.Nainavaram 

Vijayawada-520012 

E-Mail:editorrjoe@gmail.com 

Ph.No :09121039899 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                     Oray’s Publications  

   Impact Factor: 4.845(SJIF) Research Journal Of English (RJOE)  
   www.rjoe.org.in            An International Peer-Reviewed English Journal                   ISSN: 2456-2696 

Indexed in: International Citation Indexing (ICI), International Scientific Indexing (ISI), 

Directory of Research Journal Indexing (DRJI) & Cosmos; Vol-5, Special Issue-3, 2020 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Research Journal Of English (RJOE)              Copyright      Oray’s Publication Page 127 
 

TEACHING TEENS THROUGH TECHNOLOGY 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. S.V. Rama Rao 

Lecturer in English, 

Govt.Degree College,S.Kota. 

Vizianagaram district, Andhra Pradesh 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Abstract: 

Technological advancement liberalization globalization have paved way for the  high 

demand of communication skills . Communication skills play an important role in enhancing 

employability skills. English language teaching has undergone tremendous and changes 

drastically over the years especially during the last decade.  The proliferation of Technical 

devices such as computers and mobile phones and in the first two decades has influenced 

upon the various aspects of our life  and our styles of learning and teaching. Technology has 

transformed the field of Higher Education specifically English language teaching for 

communication.  Nowadays Technology based education is just like fast food to the minds of 

students .Technology appeals and enthuses the students towards learning. It creates 

something new beyond human mind and human resources .Technology is intended to 

improve and enrich English language skills of this 21st century for tech-savvy teens. In the 

light of the above this paper tries to share a few popular and   insightful concepts. 

 

 

Keywords: Technology , Globalization, Liberalization, Proliferation, Technical devices, 

Language Skills, Employability skills,Digital world. 

 

  Social networks are the platforms to build social relations among the people especially 

teenaged students who share  their interests, activities ,backgrounds and real life situations. 

Most of the social network services are the web based. They provide means for users to 

interact over the internet using instant messaging and email. Social Networks provide 

wonderful opportunities for sharing ideas, opinions, feelings, pictures posts, activities, events 

and interests with others in their network. Social network applications such as Face book, 

Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram ,YouTube ,What's App and many others  have become very 

popular and are being used phenomenally for communication worldwide. The recent most 

popular social networks are WhatsApp and Twitter. The social networks have been playing a 

crucial role in our daily life and particularly among the teenaged student community. loan 

Computer Assisted Language Learning: 
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CALL which stands for computer assisted language learning is a popular technical tool 

which has brought a drastic change into teaching. In this CALL Lab  ,the students are 

exposed to all the four language skills LSRW .Students  also get exposure to different topics 

which are activity based . There are different activities for listening skills .They can do 

reading comprehension also .They can also record their voice and hear it with the help of 

different software’s .Thus  the students can improve their pronunciation better. They can 

concentrate on their stress, rhythm, length ,speed, volume and repetitive practices and so on. 

So the computer gives a stimulus to the learner by being not mere  a tool but also as a tutor. 

 Web Based Learning  

Web based learning also otherwise called Technology based learning or  distance 

learning or online learning or e-learning is one of the fastest developing areas. It provides 

excellent opportunities to create learner centered, learner friendly interactive e-learning 

environment in teaching learning process.Students can find varied web based  classes 

offering a variety of basic language skills such as Learning ,Speaking ,Reading and Writing. 

Teaching can be made interactive and lively in order to serve the interests of the modern 

tech-savvy youth for inculcating communicative abilities and skills. 

 

Webinars: 

Webinars are very useful for students because they provide a variety of teaching tips to 

improve their conversation and dialogue practices. 

 

Email: 

Electronic mail invented by Ray Tomlinson is a powerful tool of exchanging messages 

between people using electronic devices. The students can respond with native speakers of 

the target language  by creating a personal email account like Gmail ,Yahoo Hotmail Rediff 

mail etc. Students can mail their home works to the teachers and get it corrected in turn. The 

Google Classroom is a finer example. The teacher can also provide revisions and feedback 

sessions for the betterment of every work or assignment and mail them back to students for 

their immediate follow-up. 

 

 Blogs: 

 Blogs are most popular blogging services being used today. A blog is  discussion or  

informational social website world wide web .It is also a personal or professional Journal 

frequently updated for public  consumption. These blogs enable uploading and linking the 

files which are very much suited to server as online personal journals for students. 
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Skype: 

       Every internet service has audio functions. Technological instruments like laptops and 

tablets contain cameras. The students can communicate with their teachers classmates and 

friends who are far away .They can also communicate well , especially with the speakers of 

native language and grasp  their pronunciation and try to improve their speaking abilities 

well. 

  

Smart Phones: 

In the present global scenario mobile has become a common source to a simple common 

man to convey and to communicate with others, then what to speak of tech-savvy young 

students .It has emerged as a powerful technological source for communication and English 

language teaching .Every teacher can better utilise technology to teach effectively as every 

learner  stands well equipped with the knowledge of using mobile phones efficiently . 

Teachers can provide project based tasks by creating atmosphere for the students to use their 

imagination and creativity. So that learners can actively participate in learning. They express 

their readiness themselves  to involve in a variety of interesting and enjoyable tasks. Mobile 

assisted language learning focuses on students interests which helps to transfer the limited 

facilities of the class room setting  to the real world where by students feel free to use their 

individual talents and learning styles  and make personal choices.  

 

 Students can take up lively activities like  drama projects by using mobile phone for  

recording it .They feel motivated in a group when they receive approval, cooperation and 

support from their peers. A drama project through mobile phone is a wonderful task to get 

students to use language for different communicative functions like description, narration 

documentation, identification debate and discussion. Drama also integrates four fold 

language skills as students have to be engaged in script writing, peer correction and so on. 

students can get ideas for video projects as well. Students can acquire more ideas to make 

short films and documentaries based on facts or fiction .At present, many  students feel  more  

motivated and  interested for making short films as this category offers a large spectrum of 

genre of options such as drama ,action ,horror and comedy. As students work through 

different stages of a project they have to negotiate and use all their language skills to 

communicate among peers to achieve their desired goals. 

 

iPod:  

 iPods are  one of the multimedia devices playing key  role in enhancing and enriching the 

users to generate , deliver and exchange texts,images ,audios, and videos scripts. The 
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teachers send text messages and the students can read  and answer to them. Besides,the  

students can  record and listen to their speeches, poems, news short stories etc. Thus  ipod is 

a wonderful tool providing opportunities to the learners of language  to improve their 

listening skills speaking skills pronunciation, vocabulary, general grammar and also writing 

skills. 

 

Multi Media: 

Multimedia teaching will  make student alert converting a class into a brilliant learning 

hub whereby they can  interact with the teacher and peers and about the subject. Multimedia 

teaching is more intuitive now. Teachers can create situations from the real life. Though 

teachers are not present, students can learn on their own in the class. Thus  teachers will have 

more approaches to stimulate student's passion for learning.Technology provides a wider 

scope for enhancing their communicative skills. Students are seen with personal laptops 

along with headsets. Projectors and screens are connected with audio boxes. Online 

dictionaries help the students to know meaning and to check spelling and pronunciation of a 

new Word. internet facilitates the students to get images for the words which are unfamiliar 

to them. Internet provides ample websites for learning grammar and vocabulary for the 

modern learners. . 

 

Conclusion: 

Students of the present generation are adept in adopting themselves to the new digital  

culture very rapidly .So the teachers have to take up technological platforms like blogging 

,pod casting collaborative mind  mapping, micro sharing ,photo sharing, screen cast sharing, 

video sharing social bookmarking collaborative editing , collaborative working  and 

cooperative presentations  which not only exite the students but also  teachers for enhancing 

communication skills among the teens. 

 

 With the advent of app culture apps are designed for every aspect of the customer needs. 

As this app culture is fast growing, it is unavoidable even in a classroom situation as the 

learning climate has  to adopt to its requirements and demands. There are many critics who 

oppose bringing the technology into the class room as it causes serious dangers like loss of 

inquisitive mind , addiction, loss of human values, loss of  human touch and relations .In 

spite of the above  dangers and fears ,  if Technology used appropriately, carefully and need 

fully, beyond doubt , Technology is the most powerful tool as it enriches the modern  teens to 

become better communicators with innovativeness and  creativity to  enhance their career 

prospects and empower them  for excellent employable opportunities and wonderful careers 
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in this digital  world. 
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Abstract 

Romanticism affected many forms of art, but it was most important in poetry. In poetry, 

romanticism is characterized as the rise of individuality and a lyrical appreciation of the 

natural environment. In their writings, many Romantic writers praised idealism, emotional 

intensity, and mysticism. In addition, a strong focus on the imagination was put in contrast to 

the neoclassical tradition, which prioritized science and reason. At its essence, Romanticism 

is an anti-establishment movement that supports individuality. Individuals should pursue their 

beliefs rather than existing traditions, according to intellectuals. During the Romantic era, 

embracing individual liberty became a key poetry topic. William Blake, Lord Byron, and 

William Wordsworth were all major Romantic writers who used Romantic concepts in their 

work. Similarly Sri Aurbindo,RavindranathTagore ,Mummad Iqbal and Vikaram Seth are in 

Indian writings in English.in this described romance inVikram Seth’s poems.  

Keywords:Romanticism,individual liberty,idealism, emotional intensity. 

Introduction 

The poet Vikram Seth is a product of the contemporary day, yet he does not confine himself 

to that time period in his work. A unique breed of poet, Seth may transcend his or her time 

and still be relevant in today's world with a style that combines the best of the past with the 

raw outpouring of emotion of the present. This makes him an exceptional poet. When we 

monitor the representation of Romance through the years, we can observe how literature has 

evolved through time, and we can also evaluate the current significance and portrayal of 

Romance in our culture. All Who Sleep Tonight and Mappings as well as various texts on 

Romance and its depiction through the ages and specifically in the current age will be used to 

illustrate Seth's poems' depictions of Romance. 

A singular poet, whose works critics still struggle to compare, is used as the voice of the era 

in this work to show how Romance has progressed in poetry and society and what effect it 

has had on society. 
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Seth's writing is known for its aphoristic and irreverent approach to the subject matter. With 

the exception of poetry such as search (38. The collected poems) 

"There was no real hope. Guy loving guy? 

"Man - that's a weird trip - and not for me." 

I accepted that. But next day, warily, 

We coiled to snap or spring. Rash truth. To lie  

Still could have spared the trust; the warmth as well. 

I left his room that day. I try to tell 

Myself this sorrow like this ink will dry," 

Absence of sexual detail is not a double standard; rather, it is an effort to emphasise the social 

taboo of homosexuality, which was still strong at the period in which the novel is written. 

There is no embarrassment or attempt to fly around the lack of sexual description. Seth's 

approach to sex and sexuality is distinctive, yet it reflects the increasing openness and 

frankness with which people see sensuality in the rest of his poetry. 

Seth plays with sex in a joking way in such poems as Prandinstshac through otoON Pliant 

(196. The collected poems). 

 

“My love, I love your breasts, I love your nose. 

I love your accent and I love your toes 

I am your slave. One word and I obey. 

But please don't slurp your morning brew that way" 

 

Sexting is treated in the poem with a carefree abandon that is reminiscent of Jon Donne's 

unabashed admiration for the beloved's physical form, but it is also different in the sense that 

although it is a major topic, sexuality does not take precedence over all others in Seth's poem. 

Despite the poem's focus on the beloved's shortcomings, Seth is unaffected by his feelings of 

love or passion and can look beyond the beloved's sexuality to view her as a whole person. In 

poems like Unclaimed, Seth also portrays the era's propensity for casual intimacy and sex 

merely as a celebration of physique (146. The collected poems) 

"To make love with a stranger is the best. 

There is no riddle there is no test." 

 

Instead than highlighting the poet's incapacity to experience more complex emotions, this is 

meant to demonstrate a relatively new concept: the distinction between sexual desire and 
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romantic love. Sex without love was formerly seen as a heinous act of betrayal, but nowadays 

it is accepted as a sexual act that may take place whether or not there is love involved. In 

Seth's poetry, there are three primary categories of Romance that may be categorised. While 

the mood of Prandial Pliant and The Sultan's Turret (35. T collected poems) has previously 

been explored in detail, here Seth uses personification instead and focuses on the powers of 

nature rather than the mood of the poet, as shown in guest. 

 

However, Seth's poetry is only romantic in its regard for nature, and not in the way it is 

executed. Seth's distinctive lightness of tone is on display once again, even as he deals with 

difficult themes, like in the poem Drinking alone with the Moon (247. The collected poems) 

 

“I raise my cup to invite the moon 

He and my shadow and I make three" 

 

As both the actual moon and a romantic partner, the moon appears in these lines. In order to 

ease his loneliness, Seth sets the moon as the equivalent of a girlfriend and tries to bring it 

into his life by drinking. The lines appear again later in the same poetry. 

 

"I sing-the moon moves to and fro 

I dance- my shadow leaps and 

Sways “ 

 

Instead than depicting sedero.com, these lines might be interpreted as a portrayal of sexual 

intercourse. author's alcoholism, which he mentions in the following paragraph 

"Still sober, we exchange our 

 

Assuming the moon represents the lover, this poem might be interpreted as a euphemism for 

having sex with another person to relieve loneliness. 

Other than the medium of representation differing according to classification, Seth's 

euphemistic approach to Romance differs greatly from the rest of his poems when he depicts 

it in nature. Only in this type of poem does Seth employ a more reticent approach to 

conveying his thoughts; in most of his other poems, he is utterly clear about what he is trying 

to say. Throughout the ages, the depiction of sex in Christianity has changed. It is only now 

that we have reached a point where both extremes no longer hold value, which has led to a 
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more matter-of-fact attitude toward Seth, despite the fact that he is old-fashioned in his poetic 

form. Ideology aside from the age's cynicism can be clearly seen in his thinking, even though 

it has progressed beyond the modem period of thought in many ways. 

 

These days, the general public has a better grasp of Romance. Though once used as a guide 

for newlyweds on how to consummate their relationship, the Biblical Song of Songs is now 

so euphemistically written that it is nearly impossible for the average reader to understand 

what it is saying. As a result of this shift, the concept of sex and Romance is no longer taken 

as seriously as it once was. Whether or not this change is for the better or worse is still up in 

the air. 
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